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FIRST WEEK
OF SCHOOL

Welcome to the 2018-19 school year. Spencerport had 
a great start with the 1:1 laptop distribution, student 
orientations, kindergarten bus orientations, and the  
first day.

Focus on
This edition of Cornerstone contains new and continuing safety updates from our 
district. Keeping our community and families informed on our security initiatives 
will be a proactive focus in our newsletters this year, so please take time to review 
these updates.

Updated protocols for entry 
into schools, buildings
The start of the school year provides 
us with an opportunity to update our 
families and community regarding our 
school safety initiatives.

We have refined our greeter protocols 
for visitors, which may now include a 
request to show a valid identification 
(driver’s license) when entering the 
building. We ask visitors to anticipate 
this request, especially for those who 
are on site less frequently.

Suzanne Gary, the greeter at Bernabi, 
shared that so far this approach has 
been well received.

“Every parent been absolutely positive, 
and many have shared that they are 
pleased with the expectations. If visitors 
forget their identification, do ask them 

to retrieve it from their car, but I feel 
that is a learning curve. Being prepared 
with identification is important because 
there may be another staff member at 
the desk during breaks or absences who 
may not recognize visitors.”

“I also feel more confident with 
knowing what questions to ask and 
cameras we have.” 

In addition to the greeter protocols, we 
also ask parents or visitors to call ahead 
whenever possible to your school’s main 
office with details on the purpose of 
your visit (classroom, cafeteria). This 
assists our staff with verifying visitors, 
streamlining entry, and strengthening 
our protocols. 

Districtwide, we continue to conduct 
state-mandated safety drills and staff 
safety trainings. It is also important to 
note that the authorities have official 
access to our schools at any point, even 
during a lockdown. 

 Finally, we’d like to acknowledge the 
invaluable partnership with the Ogden 
Police Department and the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Office. We are deeply 
appreciative for their ongoing guidance 
on our security practices and routine 
presence on our campus.

Thank you for your support of our 
continued efforts to provide a safe 
learning community.

More on security inside.

safety updates

Enjoy our back to school photo 
collage on pages 6 and 7.



The Cornerstone

Dear Community
There is nothing like the first few weeks of school, 
and seeing the smiles and renewed energy within our 
hallways. I would like to personally welcome our new and 
returning students, staff and families, and hope you take 
time to review this back-to-school edition of Cornerstone.

This newsletter provides photos from our summer 
orientations and first week of school, as well as important 
updates regarding our school safety initiatives.

With the latter, please review pages 2 and 3 which  
detail our:

• safety and security efforts with staff trainings; 
• refined protocols for building entry; 
• team of security staff; 
• partnerships with the Ogden Police Department 

and Monroe County Sheriff ’s Office; and
• helpful resources.

Keeping our community and families updated on 
our safety initiatives will be a proactive focus in our 
communications this year. It is important to reiterate 
that schools remain the safest environment for students. 
I am grateful that our efforts continue to be proactive, 
with enhancements based on forethought and guidance 
from experts in the field. We do so many things well, and 
it’s critical that we continue to build on these efforts. 

Thank you for your support of our continued efforts to 
provide  
a safe learning community.

Sincerely,
 

Dan Milgate
Superintendent of Schools

Security resources:
Confidential Tip Line (CTL) 

The Spencerport Central School District maintains a 
Confidential Tip Line for our students and community. The 
TIP line is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 
1-877-474-9403. There is no need to leave your name or 
number. For emergencies, please always call 911.

After-hours answering service

Please call (585) 453-2360 to report any facilities-related issues, 
including security concerns, power outages, custodial needs, etc. 
This service will route calls to an appropriate manager.

The Family Support Center 

If you would like to make an appointment for counseling, call 
585-349-5155. For information about the center, call 349-5158.

provide frequent presence 
and engagement
Our families and community may notice a new, more-
frequent presence from the Ogden Police Department at our 
schools, athletic games, and program events. Ogden Police 
Chief Chris Mears indicated that “directed patrols” occur as 
a proactive measure whenever time permits based on other 
call volume. 

Another new initiative includes a monthly “Soup with the 
Superintendent” hosted by Dan Milgate and community 
partners, Chief Mears and Captain Douglas Comanzo, who 
is the Monroe County Sheriff ’s Office Zone C Commander. 
The lunches will encourage discussions with different 
stakeholders on school safety.  

As a continued program, Monroe County Sheriff ’s Office 
patrols and OPD are often on site to refuel their vehicles. 
This program benefits all with a shared cost for fuel and 
added presence on our campus. We cannot thank Chief 
Mears, OPD and the Sheriff ’s Office enough for their 
continued dedication, service and commitment to our safety.

OPD, MCSO

Pictured, Investigator  
Steve Ploof and Officer  
Ronnie Brett. Not pictured,  
DARE officer Deborah Rath. 

Ogden Police Chief Chris Mears,  
Superintendent Dan Milgate and Monroe 
County Sheriff Captain Douglas Comanzo 
will host monthly lunches to discuss the  
topics around school safety.
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Meet our security team
The Spencerport School District contracts with SWOOP 1 - a local 
company that provides security services including campus patrols, 
uniformed officers, sporting or program event coverage, safety 
consultations and school security.

SWOOP employs individuals experienced or pursuing a career 
in law enforcement and emergency response. The SWOOP 
team assigned to Spencerport has shared experience in law 
enforcement, military, major crime investigations, emergency 
response, firefighting, and hazard material training. 

Toby Toscano, SCSD director of security, said, “We’ve had  
SWOOP for 16 years, which is how long I’ve been here. The  
service certainly satisfies the need in this day and age, and 
knowing we have this in place is a comfort to parents and 
students. We are here to respond and diffuse any situation.”

The SWOOP team includes 
Bob Diederich, a Spencerport 
graduate pictured above, and  
l-r, Nick Wells, Toby Toscano, 
Ken Olson, and Rogan Cote.

Board amends tax levy, 
The Board of Education adopted a revised tax levy during its meeting on Aug. 7, after the town of 
Parma assessor reported a decrease in their telecommunications assessments by New York State. 

The Board decided to amend the tax levy in order to insulate property owners from an increase 
in the tax rate. The district will apply an additional $2,861 of appropriated fund balance to offset 
the difference. The revised tax levy for 2018-19 now totals $37,296,955.

The established rate is the lowest in seven years. The 2018-19 tax rate is: 

• Ogden $23.68/$1,000 of assessed value

• Gates $23.68/$1,000 of assessed value 

• Greece $23.68/$1,000 of assessed value 

• Parma $23.68/$1,000 of assessed value

Many property owners in the towns of Ogden and Parma and portions of Gates experienced 
reassessments this year, and the average re-valuations increased anywhere from 5 to 15 percent. 
The school line item may indeed reflect a decrease in rate, but higher reassessments will impact 
tax bills.

Below please find an example of how a $30,000 increase in assessment impacts your tax bill:

decreases tax rate

2017-18 Assessment $185,000

2017-18 Tax Rate/$1,000 $24.33

SCHOOL TAX BILL $4,501.05

2018-19 Re-assessment $215,000

2018-19 Tax Rate/$1,000 $23.68

SCHOOL TAX BILL $5,091.20

CHANGE +$590.15/annually
$49.00/month
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NYSPHSAA recognized 
Schools of Distinction 
and Excellence
The New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
(NYSPHSAA) announced in July that Spencerport High School 
is one of its 2017-18 Scholar-Athlete School of Excellence Award 
winners. This year, 30 schools earned the School of Distinction 
Award and 111 schools earned the School of Excellence Award.  

Schools can earn School of Distinction status by having 100% of 
its varsity teams qualify for and receive the Scholar-Athlete team 
award during their respective sports seasons. To earn the School 
of Excellence Award, 75% of a school’s varsity teams must qualify 
and receive the Scholar-Athlete team award. SPENCERPORT 
HIGH SCHOOL received the excellence award for 22 teams.

Congratulations!

The varsity girls swim team has achieved the Team 
Scholar-Athlete Award from the NYSPHSAA every 
year since its inception 27 years ago in 1991-92. 
Congratulations, Rangers!

Nothing beats
Bernabi Elementary School kicked off its staff opening  
day with a special visit from….Moms! Principal David 
Caiazza arranged for this surprise visit for mothers of  
new Bernabi teachers to introduce their “children”, as  
well as mothers of veteran Bernabi teachers to share  
the building goals. 

The visit surprised the returning teachers, and fifth grade 
teacher Tammy Lopatka’s parents won for the farthest  
distance traveled for the event. They drove six hours from 
Vermont. P.S., many dads participated in the surprise too! 

Left, Tammy Lopatka and her parents, 
and above Maribeth Doyle with her 
parents.

Spencerport Central School District 
continues its Digital Conversion
In the 2018-2019 school year, Spencerport School District has expanded its 1:1 
laptop initiative to include students at grades 9-12. This initiative, now in grades 
3-12, provides each student with a devise of his/her own. At grades 6-12, students 
can take their laptops home. This initiative allows teachers to thoughtfully 
integrate technology into the learning process while employing a blended model of 
instruction. In turn, secondary students are able to access learning opportunities 
outside of the school day and publish their findings to a broader audience. 

This shift is part of the district’s multi-year Digital 
Conversion, which has gradually increased the ratio of 
devices per student in an instructionally mindful and fiscally 
sustainable way. Professional development, technology 
support and instructional objectives have also been part of the 
Digital Conversion.  To ensure the meaningful integration of 
instructional technology, teachers throughout the district have 
received training on the International Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE) Standards and blended learning. 

Reminder: 
free, reduced meals 
available
The Spencerport Central School District 
will continue its free and reduced price 
meal policy for eligible school children.

The income eligibility guidelines and 
a complete copy of this policy are 
posted on the district website, www. 
Spencerportschools.org. Copies are also 
available in your school’s main office, the 
food service department (district office), or 
the district registrar.

For more information, call 349-5190.

a message from Moms!
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Drowsy Chaperone

Spencerport High School 
STAGE Drama Club will 

present the 

  in November.

Shows will be in the performing arts center at Spencerport 
High School as follows: Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 16 at 7:30 
p.m., and Nov. 17 at 2 and 7:30 p.m.

Winner of five Tony Awards (including Best Original Score) 
when it hit Broadway in 2006, The Drowsy Chaperone is 
for people who both love and hate the American musicals 
of the Jazz Age. The show’s narrator, a mousy, agoraphobic 
Broadway fanatic seeking a cure for the blues, listens to a 
recording of an obscure 1928 musical comedy, The Drowsy 
Chaperone. As he listens to this rare recording, he and the 

audience are transported into the musical. The characters 
appear in his dingy apartment, his cold-water flat is 
transformed into an impressive Broadway set, and both the 
narrator and the audience are taken on a 90-minute roller 
coaster ride of song, dance and laughter. Directed by John 
Maurer, the man who brought you Kelsey Theatre hits like 
Singin’ in the Rain and Man of La Mancha, The Drowsy 
Chaperone is rated PG. 

Be sure to check our HS website for ticket details as we get 
closer to the date.

Save the date for  
STAGE Drama production 

A new elective at HS offers forensic focus

These are just a few student reactions to a new science elective at Spencerport High 
School called Advanced SUPA Forensics.

Juniors and seniors taking the Syracuse University Project Advance (SUPA) course 
earn college credit and explore the detail and applications of forensics, including:

• the unique ways to analyze blood; 

• deconstructing organic and inorganic evidence; 

• the many uses of DNA; 

• drug chemistry and toxicology; 

• how to compare fibers, paints, glass, and soil; and much more. 

High School teacher Christina Buckner, who also teaches the first Forensics  
course, earned certification at Syracuse University this summer in order to  
offer the enhanced, full-year course.

She said of the offering, “SUPA Forensics is an opportunity to increase student  
interest in STEM related fields in both college and career. Advanced  
placement students in our building have discussed their interest in taking  
a SUPA level Forensics course to develop a more complete understanding  
of the intricacies of Forensic Science not currently addressed in the  
Forensics course content. I am very excited about the training I had for  
our students.”

“It’s an interesting twist on science and 

goes beyond the basics,” one student said.

Another added, “It’s unique, and a different 
kind of science from what we’ve had before. It’s 

a lot more fun with the lab and applications.”

Students in Christina Buckner’s  
First SUPA forensics Anthropometry 
lab taking body measurement.

First ever SUPA forensics class! 
Discussing the relationship between 
truth and justice.
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Cornerstone, NYSPRA award winner  
for 2015 budget newsletter 

October 2018
1 SSBC mtg, DO 6:30 p.m.

2 Munn Picture Day

2 HS Financial Aid Night,  
 HS library 6:30 p.m.

2 MSPA mtg 6:45 p.m.

3 Munn Open House 6 p.m.

3-4 Bernabi Book Fair

4 Bernabi Open House/ 
 Curriculum Night 6-7:30 p.m.

5 Superintendent’s Conference 
 Day: no school

8 Columbus Day: no school

9 Board of Education, DO 7 p.m.

10 CVES Picture Day

11 Taylor Open House, 
 Grs. 3-5 6-7:30 p.m.

12 1st quarter grs 6-12 progress 
 reports available via parent portal

13 HS PSAT exam 7:30 a.m.

13 Nature Center Pavilion  
 Open House 9 a.m.

13 Girls Swim Invitational,  
 HS Pool 2 p.m.

15 HS Winter Sport Sign Up

16 BPA 6 p.m.

16 CVA mtg 6:30 p.m.

17 Substance Abuse Awareness Night 
 HS PAC 6:30 p.m.

18 Taylor Open House,  
 Grs K-2 6-7:30 p.m.

22-26 Red Ribbon Week

22 CMS Winter Sport Sign Up

23 Board of Education, DO 7 p.m.

24 Bridging Concert (incl 8th) 7-9 p.m.

25 CMS Parent/  
 Teacher Confs.  3:45-6:45 p.m.

25-26 CVES Book Fair
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wins Emmy
Spencerport alum

Congratulations to 2008 Spencerport 
High School graduate, Ryan Taylor, 
who won an Emmy Award on Sept. 
9, for his work on the Netflix show, 
Queer Eye. Taylor won in the category 
for “Outstanding Picture Editing for 
a Structured or Competition Reality 
Program.” 

The Spencerport alum attended Terry 
A. Taylor School, where his mom, Judy, 
works as a teaching assistant.

We are so proud!


